EAST ALLENTOWN RITTERSVILLE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
P.O.BOX 1136, ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 18105
Web Site: http://pearson4pa133.com/
NEIGHBORHOOD PRESIDENT and EDITOR DENNIS L. Pearson
TEL. # (610) 434-1229...EMAIL: dpearson@enter.net

Welcome to the EARN Frontier
Please Note --- Regularly Scheduled Neighborhood Meetings(Caucus) are held on the Third Monday of
the Month at 7:00 PM ... The Location for our meetings is the St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church
located at 1933 Hanover Avenue...
o
o
o
o
o
o
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Next 2 Neighborhood Meetings
Monday, January 18, 2016
Monday, February 15,2016
St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church
1933 Hanover Avenue, Allentown PA 18109

o
o

We are the Lookout for the Neighborhood
o
o
o
o

President - Dennis L. Pearson
Vice President - Robert R. Pandaleon
Secretary - David Schell
Treasury - Robert Jacoby

Pennsylvania's Abandoned and Blighted Property
Conservatorship Act
______________________________________________
On November 17, 2014, Allentown Residents" Conservatorship Corporation was
created to provide services as allowed by the Pa Conservator Law... Seed money
for the creation and incorporation of this new Allentown based non-profit
organization was provided by the President's Council of the Allentown Crime
Watch.
The new PA Conservator law is a potentially expeditious way for non-profits to
eliminate a spot of blight in a key location without acquiring the parcel via
condemnation , It is also a tool of municipalities and owners of neighboring
residential and commercial properties, to remediate blight at an adjacent property
As one can imagine there is a great deal of excitement about being able to use
this new law to address long blighted properties . But the process is complex and
not suitable for many blighted properties.
Here is a quick check list of first checks to consider before a group or individual
decides whether or not to file for a conservatorship or agree to serve as a
conservator.
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Budget for Costs ---Title Report, Court Filing Fees, Service of Process,
Design and Construction Professionals
 Order a full title report to verify record owner, and ascertain extent of lins
and judgments
 Eliminate any other methods of eliminating blight , e.g. private acquisition ,
untangle title problems, condemnation, tax sale, code enforcement
 Gather evidence on physical condition of property
 Make sure the petitioner is an eligible interested party
 Consult development experts to draft the preliminary plan
Review precedent that may have been established by Philadelphia County's
First Judicial District's General Court Regulation and sample pleadings,
since the local court rules supersede the statue in some key respects
 Assemble a legal team ( a litigator and a real estate lawyer)
 Determine the scope of work required and receive financing
 Weigh the risks, if the costs and the fees cannot be recovered, if required
rehab is too expensive, if the owner comes back , if title can be cleared to
sell the property.
The legislative purpose of Pennsylvania's new Abandoned and Blighted Property
Act , which took effect on February 1, 2009 , is to "provide a mechanism to
transform abandoned and blighted buildings into productive reuse which is an
opportunity for communities to modernize, revitalize grow, and improve the
quality of life for neighbors who are already there. "The statue uses police power
language to justify the creation of a new mechanism to combat blight by
providing further that if the owner of a residential , commercial or industrial
building fails to maintain the property in accordance with applicable municipal
codes or standards of public welfare or safety, it is in the best interest of the
Commonwealth, the municipality and the community for the court.... to appoint a
conservator to make the necessary improvements before the building
deteriorates further
Conservatorship under Court Supervision is likely to become an important tool to
eliminate blight. The law is comprehensive , as it can be used to revitalize a
property in a residential neighborhood, commercial corridors and industrial
properties. Entering the process is flexible, since different interested parties,
including non-profits and adjacent homeowners and businesses , can petition the
court to establish a Conservatorship Petitioners with development capacity may
seek to be appointed as a Conservator, and others may recommend a
neighborhood non-profit Community Development Corporation or for-profit
developer. It is important for those considering a Conservatorship to recognize
that it is only one tool that is available to remove blight from neighborhoods and
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that the more traditional tools for returning properties to productive use
(including condemnation, tax sales, and code enforcement actions) may be more
appropriate in some circumstances.
______________________________________________________________________

Get Involved ...Interested neighbors are needed to serve on the
Neighborhood Board of Directors and whatever neighborhood
committees may be formed to carry out the purpose and function of
the neighborhood... This is your neighborhood ... Help it be a strong
one ... Membership in our organization is voluntary but automatic and
is not dependent on dues payment ... If interested in serving contact
President Dennis Pearson at (610) 434-1229 or by E-Mail -dpearson@enter.net
_______________________________________________________

PROJECT HAAS CHRISTMAS/HOLIDAY DISPLAY 2015
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______________________________________
EARN FRONTIER 2016 BUDGET REPORT
City Council in its 2016 Budget deliberations passed a 1.65% Earned Income Tax
for resident wage earners of Allentown... 0,50% of that will go to the School
District .. And 1.15% will go to the City ... ,65% of the City EIT goes to pay into the
City pension funds ... Please note --- None of the increase in the City's EIT was
passed on to non-resident wage earners working in the City. They will continue to
pay the previous EIT assessment which was 1.29%. The kicker is that after all the
maneuvering made for the 2016 Budget, how come we found out that the City
still has a pension problem that requires the City to continue to go above the
limit for EIT. We were led to believe that the water and Sewer Lease agreement
with the Lehigh County Authority had solved the pension problem. Maybe one
clue is that because of the City's water and Sewer Lease Agreement with the
Lehigh County Authority we no longer have a separate water and sewer fund
which absorbed certain employees dealing with storm sewers which were now
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brought back into the general budget . Consequently a $4.2 million Loan from a
special solid waste fund was also made to balance the budget.. Supposedly this
loan would be paid back to the fund within seven years... Some say if you believe
that I have a bridge in Brooklyn I want to buy.
Again note at the beginning of the Budget process the Administration said the
revenue from Real Estate in Allentown would remain steady and that no increase
in the Real Estate Tax for property owners would be accessed. But because of
another revelation made at the Budget hearings we advise property owners to
compare their tax bills from 2015 and 2016 to see if that is true. What we heard is
that yes the City expects to receive the same amount from real estate taxes as it
received last year ... But because we are a City that taxes land and buildings at an
different rate and because some properties have appealed their assessments, the
City expects to raise the same amount of money it raised last year by taxing the
property owner 1 per cent more by manipulation of the assessment rates for land
and building.
Now getting back to the EIT --- Allentown is supposed to be a Home Rule City and
as such we are supposed to follow our City Charter in regard to taxation ...
However, our City solicitor has ruled that the State (which apparently this year
can't pass a Budget and for that matter the Federal government is really in the
same leaky boat) has passed legislation subsequent to the date of the
establishment of our Home Rule Charter which seemingly contradicts the tax
provisions of our charter.; and, the solicitor went on further to say that these new
laws serve to negate the taxing limits imposed by our charter in several cases.
And naturally we say, City politicians apply these renegade laws if it is to their
benefit and, we suspect send lobbyists to Harrisburg to have these so-called,
Charter breaking laws passed. .. Consequently, Allentown politicians claiming we
are a distressed city have raised the EIT Tax above the legal limit as stated in our
Charter in order to make a levy to pay off our pension debt and despite the money
supposedly used for pensions from the Lease agreement has not lowered this
levy and in fact has raised again for resident taxpayers ....Now our problem with
this is that Allentown has a home rule charter which was voted upon by its
citizenry upon authorization of State law at the time. Under the Charter ,
Allentown could not create new taxes or raise old taxes above certain limits
without the approval of its citizenry. Therefore what we see here by the State by
passing new law by the urging of our political leaders and applying these laws
retro-actively is clearly an attempt to bypass the legal process of our Charter.
Clearly what should be done here is that these new subsequent state laws should
be put to the citizenry by the referendum process and if passed they can be
applied by the city and if rejected , they are nullified and can't be applied.
On another Budget matter, the City of Allentown kept its solid waste fee at $375
for 2016 , approved a controversial contract with Waste Management for seven
years and as far as recyclables are concerned decided to change its current
collection procedure by abandoning its current duel stream process for single
stream. That is, as of June 2016 the City will no longer collect its paper products
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and other recyclables such as metals, glass and plastics separately... They will all
go into the same stream.
In accordance with the concession lease agreement with the City of Allentown,
water and sewer rates for Allentown Division customers of the Lehigh County
Authority will be increased in January 2016 according to a formula that includes
a factor for inflation plus a margin increase of 2.5 percent. This formula results in
a total increase of 2.5 percent in 2016.
______________________________________________________________________

These Things need to be cleaned up ---
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Overlook Park National Night Out

______________________________________________

Planetariums are domed theaters that project images of the starry sky and
countless spectacular objects we find in our universe, creating educational
experiences that teach astronomy and related sciences. The star projectors
that show the night sky itself are among the most durable, versatile, and
cost-effective of educational tools ...Open your eyes to the Universe ... Ask
the Allentown School District to reopen the ASD Planetarium ... And begin
your walk on the staircase to the Universe
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________________________________________________
“All men make mistakes, but a good man yields when he knows his
course is wrong, and repairs the evil. The only crime is pride.”
― Sophocles, Antigone
As we stand today, the political situation in this City of no limits is a
mess .... That is because a few authorized officials in this City of no
limits apparently went beyond their authorized limits to accomplish
certain public policy... And in the process have exposed themselves
to disclosure, embarrassment and additional repercussions. .
.Unfortunately for the public there too will be consequences for the
behavior of their political leaders exercising their powers beyond
authorized limits
As a grass roots representation organization, our mission is to take a
bite out of crime and serve as a spokesperson for the
neighborhood...It is not our mission to question vigorously the
policies or value system of our leaders . What we must do is show
respect for our political leaders until such point they expose
themselves as doing evil In regard to our political leaders, we are
trusting that they as good men would yield when they realize their
current course is wrong, and commence repairs to the evil they have
apparently have wrought.
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__________________________________________________________________

Lehigh Valley Housing and Homelessness Prevention
Resources for Veterans
Lehigh Valley Homeless Veteran Resource Line ---- (484) 725-6644
Homeless and Homelessness Prevention
Hope for Veterans --- 1-855-483-8466
LVCIL ---- (610) 770-9781
Catholic Charities --- (610) 435-1541
U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs
VA National Call Center for Homelessness --- 1 (877) 424-3838
Veterans Crisis Hotline --- 1-800 - 273-8255
Allentown Outpatient Clinic --- (610) 776-4304
Shelters in the Lehigh Valley Area
Fountain Pool House, 889 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr , Allentown
Allentown Rescue Mission (adult males) (610) 740-5500
355 W. Hamilton Street , Allentown, PA 18101
Victory House of the Lehigh Valley (adult Males) 610-691-3373
314 Fillmore St., Bethlehem, PA 18015
Sixth Street Shelter ( families and children) (610) 435-1490
219 N. 6th Street, Allentown PA 18102
Safe Harbor (adult males/females) (610) 258-5540
536 Bushkill Dr., Easton, Pa 18042
Salvation Army (woman and children) (610) 0128 Ext, 220
344 N. 7th St., Allentown, PA 18102
Turning Point of the Lehigh Valley (victims of domestic violence)
(610) 867-6477 ; (610) 868-5454
New Bethany Ministries (woman and children) 610-691-5602
1337 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem Pa 18105
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Third St Alliance (women and families) (610) 258-6271
41 N 3rd St., Easton, PA 18042
Food Banks /Soup Kitchens
Allentown Area Ecumenical Food Bank (610) 821-1332
534 Chew St., Allentown PA 18102
Mosser Village Family Center (610) 820-9927
614 S. Carlisle St., Allentown PA 18109
Second Harvest Food Bank (610) 434-0875
Catasauqua Food Bank (610) 264-8366
Catholic Charities (610) 435-1541
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church
179 Chew St, Allentown, PA 18102
Central Moravian Church (610) 866-5661
73 W. Church St, Bethlehem PA 18018
City Limits Assembly of God (610) 776-8656
302 Ridge Ave. Allentown, PA
Lehigh Conference of Churches, St Paul's Lutheran Church
8th and Walnut St, Allentown, PA 18101
New Bethany Ministries Food Bank (610) 691-5602
Animal Food Bank (4840 851-8000
511 E. 3rd St. Room 73, Bethlehem PA 18105
Trinity Episcopal Church (610) 867-4741
44 E Market St, Bethlehem, PA 18018
Food Stamps / Medical Assistance
Lehigh County Assistance Office (610) 821-6509
101 S 7h Street , Allentown , PA 18101
Northampton County Assistance DHS, (610) 250-1700
201 Larry Holmes Dr., Easton, PA 18044
Medical Assistance 1-800-842-20120
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Dial 911 for Police or Medical Emergencies
Utility Assistance
Casa Guadalupe center (610) 434-9902
218 N. 2nd St., Allentown, Pa 18102
PPL OnTrack Program 1-800-342-5775
UGI Utilities 1-899-844-9276
Heating Assistance /LIHEAP 1-866-857-7095
Northampton County (610) 250-1785
Community Action Committee of the Lehigh Valley (610) 691-5620
_____________________________________________________________________

St. John's Evangelical Congregational Church
Opens ST JOHN'S CARING CLOSET

St John's ECC located on 405 N Jerome launched a new endeavor
recently because they care about the community and the children
who are part of that community. They know how difficult life can be.
Fact is, St John's ECC launched this endeavor because there are 700
homeless children in the Allentown School District and for many
others, homelessness is just a pay check away.
So in this endeavor they offer free coats, clothes, shoes, blankets,
etc. for not only these children, but the homeless, poor, working poor,
and disabled as well
Not only does St John's offer things to meet the physical needs of
these people but they are also interested in their Spiritual health as
well and offer ways to help grow that too.
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"He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall;
but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will
walk and not be faint." Isaiah 40:29-31
___________________________________________________________

Neighborhood meeting Happening ------------East Allentown Rittersville Neighborhood Association
MINUTES
President Dennis Pearson called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:02
p.m. on November 16, 2015 at St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church.
Present: Four officers (President Dennis Pearson, Vice President Robert
Pandaleon, Treasurer Bob Jacoby, and Secretary Dave Schell) and seven other
neighbors were present at the meeting, as were Captain Dorney and Officer Ruff
of the Allentown Police Department and Phyllis Alexander, Allentown
Neighborhood Coordinator.
Secretary Dave Schell handed out copies of the minutes of the meeting of
October 19, 2015. It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes as
distributed. The motion carried.
Secretary Schell passed around the table the various flyers and information that
he had received at the Great Allentown Summit on November 1st.
Treasurer Bob Jacoby gave his report. We received a donation of $10 giving us a
total balance of $411.03. It was moved and seconded to approve the report as
read. The motion carried.
President Pearson noted that we participated in the Dieruff HS pep rally by
loaning our inflatable husky and Buffalo Bill holiday ornaments. He further noted
that there was an incident at the pep rally in which a teacher was shoved down
the bleachers. This was just one of several fights and incidents at and near city
high schools and middle schools.
Pearson also read several other articles from the Morning Call about accidents
and incidents concerning the East Side. Additionally, he noted that a park in the
600 block of Chew Street was renamed in memory of the late Ernie Atiyeh.
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Secretary Schell read an email from Phyllis Alexander about our concern that
there is no traffic light on Hanover Avenue. As we knew, the project was held up
when toxic substances were found in the area where New England Avenue was to
be constructed. The city is aware of the situation and will try to expedite the
traffic signal portion of the job once the legal matters concerning the cancelation
of the project are finally concluded.
A resident noted that the alley next to Wahneta Street is one way but drivers are
ignoring the one way signs and driving against traffic. Additionally there are
overgrown bushes that are partially blocking the street. They have had several
close calls both with other traffic and with pedestrians and fear that someone will
be hurt or killed. Also people leaving Ray’s Pizza are turning the wrong way. The
neighbor brought in pictures of the street and the vegetation. Captain Dorney will
look into the matter.
It was noted that the apartments on Tacoma Street near Union Boulevard have a
good bit of junk surrounding the property.
Captain Dorney spoke of recent crime statistics and what we expect in the near
future. With the holidays coming, they usually see an uptick in armed
robberies—both of stores and individuals. They have had multiple cases recently
with a person who is either a juvenile or young adult hitting several of the dollar
stores. Usually these are robbed from early evening to just before closing.
Convenience stores are often hit late at night. For some reason Monday through
Wednesday evenings are the big nights for store robberies. They have also seen
some “opportunity robberies” where a person takes advantage of a situation
such as a recent case where a cab driver that was counting his money openly
was robbed of his cash. He urged people to continue to be vigilant in their
neighborhoods about people wandering around scoping out targets, who
generally avoid eye contact. Over the past month they have not had (on the east
side) any of the type of robberies in which people watch for FedEx or UPS
deliveries and steal packages off of porches, but expect that this type of robbery
may increase during the holiday delivery season. They continue to see situations
where people put down their phone on the counter of convenience stores and
forget them there. When they return the phones are gone.
As to recent statistics for the east side, year to date homicides are down 50%,
rape is down 14%, robberies are up 22%, aggravated assault is down 28%,
burglary is down 40%, auto theft is down 11%. Total crime on the east side is
down 18.26% compared with 19% in the city as a whole. While there are
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occasional cases of innocent bystanders being shot, most of the shootings
involve those committing other crimes—either gangs or people who are buying or
selling drugs.
As of today (with four new officers starting) the police are at 213 officers. The
budget allows for 216 and with luck they will be up to full strength by the end of
the year. Dennis Pearson noted that the new police chief was invited to our
meeting tonight but was unable to attend as he had a budget hearing this
evening. He should be with us at our next meeting.
In response to a question, Captain Dorney noted that there are normally three
cars assigned to the each of the Police Service Areas, including the east side, at
any given time. There are three shifts. Depending on sick leave or vacation there
are up to six additional “floater” cars available throughout the city, so sometimes
we have a fourth car on the east side. He noted also that they have revised their
regulations as to what they respond to and how they need to write up reports on
their contacts, in order to produce less paperwork time and more direct
patrolling. He also noted that they are testing again in spring for additional hires,
and handed out application forms. Anyone who knows someone who would like
to apply for an officer’s position is invited to call the police department and
inquire.
It was noted that the American Parkway Bridge will be opening on November 24 th.
This, and the construction of the riverfront developments directly across from the
east side may bring additional traffic (and possibly additional crime into our part
of the city.
Phyllis Alexander handed out forms that people can use to thank neighbors who
are doing cleanup work. She noted that she has liked working with us, but that
she is retiring at the end of this week.
President Pearson expressed some concern about losing businesses from this
part of the city as some move into the Neighborhood Improvement Zone (NIZ) to
take advantage of the tax breaks in tat area. This is producing some empty
buildings on the east side. He also noted that while we have yet to see any work
on the temporary skating rink that is to operate in Andre Reed (Irving) Park
starting on November 28th, it has been moved from the tennis court area to the
basketball court area. We have put in to work the area as a fundraiser for EARN
on Friday and Saturday, December 10th and 11th, but do not yet know if our
application has been successful. The flagpole decoration will be put up in the
next week, and afterwards the Dieruff JROTC will be helping us with the other
setup.
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Election of officers: President Pearson noted that last month the current officers’
names were put into nomination and asked if there were any other nominees.
There were none, so it was moved, seconded, and approved to have the secretary
cast a unanimous ballot for the current officers. Pearson noted that he and
Treasurer Jacoby will have served forty years as officers at the end of this
coming term.
There being no further business, adjournment was moved and seconded, and the
meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.
Respectfully,
David A. Schell, Secretary
____________________________________________________________________________________
_

East Allentown Rittersville Neighborhood Association MINUTES

President Dennis Pearson called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:01
p.m. on December 21, 2015 at St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church.
Present: Four officers (President Dennis Pearson, Vice President Robert
Pandaleon, Treasurer Bob Jacoby, and Secretary Dave Schell) and five other
neighbors were present at the meeting, as was Kenneth Heffentrager of the
Allentown Tenants’ Association and the 10th Ward neighborhood group, and Ben
Long, candidate for the 132nd District of the General Assembly.
Secretary Dave Schell handed out copies of the minutes of the meeting of
November 16, 2015. It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes as
distributed. The motion carried.
President Pearson handed out a sheet with the dates of next year’s EARN and
Crime Watch presidents’ meetings.
Treasurer Bob Jacoby gave his report. The balance is now $527.03. We received
donations of $75. In addition, we earned $38 in skate rentals and a $3 donation
when we ran the ice rink at Andre Reed Park on December 11th. It was moved and
seconded to approve the report as read. The motion carried.
President Pearson announced that the investigative situation got messier in the
city as several additional charges have been filed, the most recent one this
morning when the city’s former financial director was indicted.
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Ben Long, candidate for next year’s election in the 132nd District of the General
Assembly, was introduced and spoke to the group. Mr. Long answered a number
of questions about the current budget process, his belief that the two parties had
to reach across the aisle and get work done, and about his background. He
works in his family water business and is currently finishing his degree in
Political Science at De Sales University.
Pearson noted that the city has borrowed $4.2 million from the solid waste to
fund the general budget, planning for it to be paid back within seven years.
Earned income tax will be going up. Rather that going to the taxpayers for
approval of the amount above 0.5% for the city and school district the city utilized
a state law applying to distressed cities. It will be 1.65% total, of which 0.5% to
the school, 0.5% to the city for services, and 0.65% to the city for pension.
As of June 2016 the city will go to a “single stream” system of recycling
collection rather than the “dual stream” as at present. Recyclables will still be
separated from garbage, but the current green bucket (glass, plastic, metal) will
be combined with the blue bucket (paper).
Secretary Schell noted that the city will be replacing the signage on Wahneta
Street in the near future. This problem is a problem that we had discussed at a
previous meeting with people going in the wrong direction.
Pearson passed around a copy of the Lehigh Valley Housing and Homeless
Prevention Resources, which lists phone numbers and other contact information
for various social services. This information will be included in our next
newsletter that is distributed throughout the east side.
Treasurer Jacoby noted that there have been some water leaks repair needed in
the area of E. Tilghman Street and N. Kiowa Street, and also street surface
deterioration, both possibly caused by truck traffic. He suggested that we again
ask for a posting for no trucks on East Tilghman Street between N. Irving and N.
Maxwell Streets, and N. Kiowa Street from Hanover Avenue to Union Boulevard.
Pearson reported on to items of interest before the zoning board. A martial arts
studio that has opened on N. Quebec Street just north of Union Boulevard has
requested a variance from the parking requirements. They currently have
eighteen spaces and the city has asked for 65. They have noted that their
business runs on a different schedule than neighboring businesses and they
don’t have a number of clients at the same time to justify such a need.
Additionally, the P&G Auto Works in the 1000 block of E. Livingston Street has
asked for a variance to expand their auto repair business.
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Ken Heffentrager spoke to the group about the effort being mounted by the
Allentown Tenant Association against illegal dumping in the city. The group is
actively reporting illegal dump sites and is pushing the city to install roving
cameras to catch the perpetrators. People who see illegal dumping in progress
are asked to call 911, or dumping can be reported to Allentown recycling at 610437-8729. The dumping can also be reported to the Tenant Association at 484202-0742 or admin@allentowntenantassociation.org.
A neighbor reported that work is proceeding on the Old Mosser School on
Carlisle Street. It appears that there may finally be electric service on the
property since she no longer hears the generator that had previously provided
power for tools.
President Pearson noted that St. John’s Evangelical Congregational Church on
Jerome Street has a program called “The Closet” which collects clothing for
young people who are considered “voluntarily homeless” since they are living
outdoors away from parents or foster parents. The is no charge for the clothing,
and the church also provides spiritual counseling.
There being no further business, adjournment was moved and seconded, and the
meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
Respectfully, David A. Schell, Secretary
______________________________________________________________________

EARN Meeting IN 2016 .....
January 18, 2016

February 15, 2016

March 21, 2016

April 18, 2016

May 16, 2016

July 18, 2016

August 15, 2016

September 19, 2016

October 17, 2016

November 21, 2016

December 19, 2016

June 20, 2016

__________________________________________________________________

The EARN FRONTIER is printed courtesy of the City of Allentown on recycled paper
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