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Preface --Wormwood is a plant belonging to the genus Artemisia that is known for its 
bitterness. The word is generally used to depict something extremely undesirable or 



grievous. The Hebrew translation of wormwood is la`anah, which also means 'curse'. 
The Bible mentions the word 'wormwood' nine times in total; eight times in the Old 
Testament and once in the New Testament. 
 
Dwight Eisenhower opened his Inauguration speech in 1953 with this prayer ...  
 

My friends, before I begin the expression of those thoughts that I deem 
appropriate to this moment, would you permit me the privilege of uttering a little 
private prayer of my own. And I ask that you bow your heads: 

Almighty God, as we stand here at this moment my future associates in the 
executive branch of government join me in beseeching that Thou will make full 
and complete our dedication to the service of the people in this throng, and their 
fellow citizens everywhere. 

Give us, we pray, the power to discern clearly right from wrong, and allow all our 
words and actions to be governed thereby, and by the laws of this land. 
Especially we pray that our concern shall be for all the people regardless of 
station, race, or calling. 

May cooperation be permitted and be the mutual aim of those who, under the 
concepts of our Constitution, hold to differing political faiths; so that all may 
work for the good of our beloved country and Thy glory. Amen. 

In this time of crisis let us all understand the meaning of these words and how these 
words be embraced by our current embattled leadership of all political parties in the 
U.S. Maybe if all these political parties and all the existing interest groups embrace 
talking upward to God for the good of all people in this nation then the good Lord would 
bless us and allow the pandemic to ebb and Passover as a departing storm.:  
 

After the prayer Eisenhower went on to describe the then current conditions the 
world was like as he began his term. 

My fellow citizens: The world and we have passed the midway point of a century 
of continuing challenge. We sense with all our faculties that forces of good and 
evil are massed and armed and opposed as rarely before in history. 

This fact defines the meaning of this day. We are summoned by this honored and 
historic ceremony to witness more than the act of one citizen swearing his oath 



of service, in the presence of God. We are called as a people to give testimony in 
the sight of the world to our faith that the future shall belong to the free. 

Since this century's beginning, a time of tempest has seemed to come upon the 
continents of the earth. Masses of Asia have awakened to strike off shackles of 
the past. Great nations of Europe have fought their bloodiest wars. Thrones have 
toppled and their vast empires have disappeared. New nations have been born. 

For our own country, it has been a time of recurring trial. We have grown in 
power and in responsibility. We have passed through the anxieties of depression 
and of war to a summit unmatched in man's history. Seeking to secure peace in 
the world, we have had to fight through the forests of the Argonne, to the shores 
of Iwo Jima, and to the cold mountains of Korea. 

In the swift rush of great events, we find ourselves groping to know the full sense 
and meaning of these times in which we live. In our quest of understanding, we 
beseech God's guidance. We summon all our knowledge of the past and we scan 
all signs of the future. We bring all our wit and all our will to meet the question: 

How far have we come in man's long pilgrimage from darkness toward light? Are 
we nearing the light -- a day of freedom and of peace for all mankind? Or are the 
shadows of another night closing in upon us? 

 

Democrats and Republicans Practicing Social Distances in the Midst of a 
Pandemic 



Questions that leaders of all nations must ponder in the midst of a global 
pandemic that threatens economically even the best economies in the world. 

"What does the Bible say about pandemic diseases/sicknesses?" 

Says Got Questions: Various outbreaks of pandemic diseases, such as Ebola or the 
coronavirus, have prompted many to ask why God allows—or even causes—pandemic 
diseases and whether such illnesses are a sign of the end times. The Bible, particularly 
the Old Testament, describes numerous occasions when God brought plagues and 
diseases on His people and on His enemies “to make you see my power” (Exodus 9:14, 
16). He used plagues on Egypt to force Pharaoh to free the Israelites from bondage, 
while sparing His people from being affected by them (Exodus 12:13; 15:26), thus 
indicating His sovereign control over diseases and other afflictions. 

God also warned His people of the consequences of disobedience, including plagues 
(Leviticus 26:21, 25). 

On two occasions, God destroyed 14,700 people and 24,000 people for various acts of 
disobedience (Numbers 16:49 and 25:9). After giving the Mosaic Law, God commanded 
the people to obey it or suffer many evils, including something that sounds like Ebola: 
“The Lord will strike you with wasting disease, with fever and inflammation . . . which will 
plague you until you perish” (Deuteronomy 28:22). These are just a few examples of 
many plagues and diseases God caused. 

It’s sometimes hard to imagine our loving and merciful God displaying such wrath and 
anger toward His people. But God’s punishments always have the goal of repentance 
and restoration. In 2 Chronicles 7:13–14, God said to Solomon, “When I shut up the 
heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a 
plague among my people, if my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” Here we see God using 
disaster to draw His people to Himself, to bring about repentance and the desire to 
come to Him as children to their heavenly Father. 

In the New Testament, Jesus healed “every disease and every sickness,” as well as 
plagues in the areas He visited (Matthew 9:35; 10:1; Mark 3:10). Just as God chose to 
use plagues and disease to show His power to the Israelites, Jesus healed as an 
exhibition of the same power to verify that He was truly the Son of God. He gave the 
same healing power to the disciples to verify their ministry (Luke 9:1). God still allows 
sickness for His own purposes, but sometimes disease, even worldwide pandemics, are 
simply the result of living in a fallen world. There is no way to determine whether or not 
a pandemic has a specific spiritual cause, but we do know that God has sovereign 
control over all things (Romans 11:36) and will work all things together for the good of 
those who know and love Him (Romans 8:28). 
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The spread of sicknesses such as Ebola and the coronavirus is a foretaste of 
pandemics that will be part of the end times. Jesus referred to future plagues associated 
with the last days (Luke 21:11). The two witnesses of Revelation 11 will have power “to 
strike the earth with every kind of plague as often as they want” (Revelation 11:6). 
Seven angels will wield seven plagues in a series of final, severe judgments described 
in Revelation 16. 

The appearance of pandemic diseases may or may not be tied to God’s specific 
judgment of sin. It could also simply be the result of living in a fallen world. Since no one 
knows the time of Jesus’ return, we must be careful about saying global pandemics are 
proof that we are living in the end times. For those who do not know Jesus Christ as 
Savior, disease should be a reminder that life on this earth is tenuous and can be lost at 
any moment. As bad as pandemics are, hell will be worse. The Christian, however, has 
the assurance of salvation and the hope of eternity because of the blood of Christ shed 
on the cross for us (Isaiah 53:5; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 9:28). 

   ***    ***    *** 

Breaking News --- Our reporters Gordon Gordonsson and Dennis Kennethsson report 

from Rome from Vatican spokesman Marcello Bucelleo and other news sources  that 81 

year old Roman Catholic Pope Francis on May 16, 2020 defied Italy's lockdown on a 

Sunday afternoon, leaving his home in the Vatican to pray for those affected by the 

novel coronavirus at a famous crucifix that believers claim helped to save Romans from 

the plague in 1522… The Pope stopped his Ford Focus car near the Church of San 

Marcello in Rome's city center, where the crucifix is kept, in order to walk to the church 

as a sign of pilgrimage, 

The Holy Father is said to have pleaded for an end to the pandemic that has struck Italy 

and the world, At the same time calling for the healing of the many sick, remembered 

the numerous fallen victims of these past days and asked that their families and friends 

might find consolation and comfort. Additionally, he also prayed for doctors, nurses and 

other healthcare workers,  

The wooden crucifix at San Marcello dates from the 14th century. Believers first hailed it 

as "miraculous" because it survived a fire which burned down the church on May 23, 

1519. Three years after the fire, during Rome's Great Plague, the crucifix was carried by 

the faithful in procession through all the neighborhoods of Rome, from San Marcello to 

St. Peter's Basilica. The procession lasted 16 days, from August 4 to 20.; and, Legend 

has it that the plague ended on the day the crucifix reached St. Peter's. 

Since the 1600s, processions from the Church of San Marcello to St. Peter's Basilica 

have taken place during Jubilee Years. John Paul II embraced the crucifix during the 

Jubilee Year of 2000. 

Shortly before praying before San Marcello's crucifix, Pope Francis visited the icon of 

the Virgin Mary in the Church of St. Mary Major. Known as Mary, Health of Romans 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2021.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2011
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2011.6
https://www.gotquestions.org/seven-bowls-Revelation.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2016
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2053.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%205.21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%209.28
https://cnn.com/2020/03/15/world/coronavirus-pope-francis-blessing-trnd/index.html
https://cnn.com/specials/asia/coronavirus-outbreak-intl-hnk
https://cnn.com/specials/asia/coronavirus-outbreak-intl-hnk
https://cnn.com/specials/asia/coronavirus-outbreak-intl-hnk


(Salus Populi Romani) it is a favorite icon of Pope Francis; he visits it to pray before and 

after every papal trip, and ahead of other important events. 

Like the San Marcello crucifix, the icon was also carried in procession in an effort to 

help stop a plague -- this one in 593 -- by Pope St. Gregory the Great.  

In 1837, prayers were offered to the icon by Pope Gregory XVI in an attempt to end a 

cholera pandemic, according to the Vatican. 

Reporter Harry Forker fishing at his favorite mystical  cold water stream in Allentown, 
PA concerning the Jubilee  states that The Biblical Jubilee is the year at the end of 
seven cycles of shmita and, according to Biblical regulations, had a special impact on 
the ownership and management of land in the Land of Israel. According to the Book of 
Leviticus, Hebrew slaves and prisoners would be freed, debts would be forgiven, and 
the mercies of God would be particularly manifested. In early April of year 2020 Jubilee 
year 120 will begin, which ironically will be year 6000 from creation. The whole year 
6000 will be holy; the first year of the next Sabbatical year will be year 6001 or from 
early April of 2021 through early April 2022. 

Pope Francis at the Vatican has also asked for this … To the pandemic of the virus we 
want to respond with the universality of prayer, compassion, tenderness. Let's stick 
together. I propose that all Christians join their voices in heaven, reciting the Our Father 
next Wednesday, March 25 at noon. … The prayer Dennis Kennethsson cites is this … 
In this season where the Jewish people celebrate Passover to remember the time 
where they placed lamb blood on their homes to protect themselves from the plague 
that ravaged the first born children in the Kingdom of Egypt before the Pharoah allowed 
the Hebrew people to leave the bounds of slavery and go to the Holy Land, and, cite 
during the time the Christian people remember the time that Jesus Christ (the lamb) 
sacrificed himself to die for our sins … Oh God ,our creator, may this horrible and 
concerning pathogen continue to pass over Carbon County and in counties , states and 
countries where it has become a problem let it quickly begin to subside like a passage 
of a storm without additional small or large-scale loss of life and not cause extensive 
economic damage that would linger … And end with the Our Father/Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us, 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/heaven


and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the Kingdom 

And the Power 

And the glory,  

Forever. 

 
Then finally, reporter Ken Haas contributes this: As I see it, most people know Martin Luther as a 
theologian and as the father of the Reformation, but he also happened to have some pretty relevant 
advice for communities dealing with the coronavirus. Back in 1527, a deadly plague hit Martin 
Luther’s town of Wittenberg and he wrote a letter to a friend (Volume 43, Pg. 132: Whether One 
Should Flee from A Deadly Plague – To Rev. Dr. John Hess), explaining how churches should deal 
with such complicated circumstances. 

“I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, 
administer medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is 
not needed in order not to become contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute 
others and so cause their death as a result of my negligence. If God should wish to take 
me, he will surely find me, and I have done what he has expected of me and so I am not 
responsible for either my own death or the death of others. If my neighbor needs me 
however, I shall not avoid place or person but will go freely as stated above. See this is 
such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash nor foolhardy and does not tempt 
God.” 
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMMON SENSE HERALD NOVEL CORNRAVIRUS GUIDELINES 
REPORT 

 

GOVERNOR WOLF’S STAY AT HOME EXECUTIVE ORDER 
 
As COVID-19 cases continue to grow and the state continues to seek relief to save lives 
and stop the spread of COVID-19,  Governor Tom Wolf and Secretary of Health Dr. 
Rachel Levine revised their “Stay at Home” orders to include all 67 counties under a 
stay-at-home order. This order takes effect at 8 p.m., Monday, April 1, 2020, and will 
continue until April 30. All stay-at-home orders are now extended through April 30. All 
Pennsylvania schools will remain closed until further notice. Non-life-sustaining 
business closures remain in effect. 

Individuals may leave their residence only to perform any of the following allowable 
individual activities and allowable essential travel: 

• Tasks essential to maintain health and safety, or the health and safety of their 
family or household members (including pets), such as obtaining medicine or 
medical supplies, visiting a health care professional, or obtaining supplies they 
need to work from home 

• Getting necessary services or supplies for themselves, for their family or 
household members, or as part of volunteer efforts, or to deliver those services 
or supplies to others to maintain the safety, sanitation, and essential operation of 
residences 

• Engaging in outdoor activity, such as walking, hiking or running if they maintain 
social distancing 

• To perform work providing essential products and services at a life-sustaining 
business 

• To care for a family member or pet in another household 
• Any travel related to the provision of or access to the above-mentioned individual 

activities or life-sustaining business activities 
• Travel to care for elderly, minors, dependents, persons with disabilities, or other 

vulnerable persons 
• Travel to or from educational institutions for purposes of receiving materials for 

distance learning, for receiving meals, and any other related services 
• Travel to return to a place of residence from an outside jurisdiction 
• Travel required by law enforcement or court order 
• Travel required for non-residents to return to their place of residence outside the 

commonwealth 
• Anyone performing life-sustaining travel does not need paperwork to prove the 

reason for travel 
• . 

The following operations are exempt: 

• Life-sustaining business activities 



• Health care or medical services providers 
• Access to life-sustaining services for low-income residents, including food banks 
• Access to child care services for employees of life-sustaining businesses that 

remain open as follows: child care facilities operating under the Department of 
Human Services, Office of Child Development and Early Learning waiver 
process; group and family child care operating in a residence; and part-day 
school age programs operating under an exemption from the March 19, 2020 
business closure Orders 

• News media 
• Law enforcement, emergency medical services personnel, firefighters 
• The federal government 
• Religious institutions 
•  

Individuals experiencing homelessness are not subject to this order but are strongly 
urged to find shelter and government agencies are urged to take steps needed to 
provide shelter for those individuals. 

International students, foster youth, and any other students who would otherwise 
experience displacement or homelessness as a result of campus closures are exempt 
and may remain in campus housing. 

The Department of Education will be providing updated guidance and resources on the 
continuity of education for students to schools in the coming days. 

At this time, law enforcement will be focused on ensuring that residents are aware of the 
order and informing the public of social distancing practices rather than enforcement. To 
report a noncompliant business, contact your local law enforcement agency’s non-
emergency number or the nearest Pennsylvania State Police station. Please do not call 
911 or the Department of Community and Economic Development to file reports. Law 
enforcement officers should refer to Business Closure Order Enforcement Guidance 

available online. 

 

COMMON SENSE HERALD REFLECTION REPORT 
 

2020 -THE YEAR OF THE PAUSE  
BY MICHAEL C. RYAN OF TRMPLEMORE, COUNTY TIPPERARY, 

IRELAND (April 5, 2020) 
Copyright © 2020 by Michael C. Ryan …. All Rights Reserved 

 
The world is busy. People are busy. 

Hustle and bustle. Chaos and pandemonium in an everyday world. 
People too busy to talk. Too busy to think. Too busy to say hello. 

Passing each other without notice.  
Going here. Going there. Going nowhere.  

https://www.psp.pa.gov/Documents/Public%20Documents/Letter%20LEO%20Community.pdf


Watching the clock.  
This is on. That is on. I have to be someplace.  

Suddenly it stops. 
Pandemic it is. Isolation, social distancing, cocooning all at once. 

Stop the spread. Stop everything.  
Stop this "thing " 

Stay where you are. 
We stop. 

We pause. 
Nowhere to go. 
Time to think.  
Time to pause 

 
____________________________________________________________ 

 

 
MICHAEL C RYAN 

 
SONG OF HOPE 2020  

BY MICHAEL C. RYAN OF TRMPLEMORE, COUNTY TIPPERARY, 
IRELAND (April 5, 2020) 

Copyright © 2020 by Michael C. Ryan …. All Rights Reserved 
 

Saturday morning, sun is shining.  
Front door opens, a sound is heard. 

A tree in front of me, a sound comes from there.  
Looking up in the sunshine, stands the silhouette of a bird. 

Standing straight with head held high. 



Breaking the silence, a song is sung. 
A song from the heart. 

A song of Hope.  
A song to calm our anguished hearts in time of virus that keeps us alone and keeps us 

apart. 
A Song of Hope . A Bird of Hope 

 

 

Editor’s Note -I Wrote this poem in the # 2 Machine Shop Compressor Station at 
Bethlehem Steel shortly after the death of John Lennon ----Inspired by Mike Ryan’s 
literary pieces I added a few lines to my original piece. 

 

THAT’S FOR YOU TO DECIDE 

BY DENNIS L PEARSON OF THE COMMON SENSE HERALD 

COPYRIGHT © 2020 by Dennis L Pearson … ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

 

Where are we going ...What directions do we give ...The meaning of life is so. myriad 

Fortunes are amassed Fortunes are lost ... People are constantly scurrying about  

Look to the divine to see the holy word. The eternal is more important than the temporal 

Some people live to be 100 years old ... Other people die before they leave the womb or 
are born 

Some people are well remembered even while they lie cold ... Other people are dead in 
spirit and unremembered even while they remain alive .... 

Where are we going? That's for you to decide ... Will are actions be constructive or lead 
to a decline ... 

Fortunes are still made and still lost ... And people are still seen scurrying about.... 

 

Yes. still on the move despite the urge of all Caesars world wide that in a time of  global 
health emergency we hunker down at home and deny ourselves the right of assembly 

whether it is to honor the one who died on the cross for our sins or just to socialize with 
family, friends and colleagues... In regard to the former it is up to you to find the best 

safe way for to honor God whether it is through the risk of actual physical attendance or 
through relative safety of virtual attendance. . But in regard to continued social 

interacting, be safe, be careful, just don't do the wrong thing for your family and your 
health…Some people live to be 100 years old ... Other people die before they leave the 
womb or are born. Some people are well remembered even while they lie cold ... Other 
people are dead in spirit and unremembered even while they remain alive ...Where are 

we going? That's for you to decide ... Will are actions be constructive or lead to a 
decline Fortunes are still made and still lost ... And people are still seen scurrying about 

 
 



COMMON SENSE HERALD MUNICIPAL TRANSITION REPORT 

 

The following article appeared in Volume 19 #2 in the August 7. 2000 issue of the 

Lehigh Valley Common Sense Herald 

It is repeated here because of the fact that when Dwight Eisenhower became 

President, he promised to end the War … Indeed, Eisenhower ended the fighting war 

there, but a lot of troops remain in South Korea to help protect the South Koreans from 

Communist North Korea which is technically still at war because there has not been a 

formal peace treaty, only a truce. 

 

KOREA, 1950-2000...THE LONG WALK HOME 

By Gordon D. Sharp, Jr, of THE COMMON SENSE HERALD 
 

    A friend called me back in May and said the local paper reported that they were seeking 

Lehigh Valley Korean-era veterans in connection with a three-year celebration of the 50th 

anniversary of the beginning (and end) of the Korean conflict.  "The Forgotten War" was finally 

unforgotten, I said to myself. 

 

     It was to be a three-year celebration, replete with dinners and ceremonies.  Korean vets 

were to receive brand new medals commemorating their part in the conflict.  Yeah, I thought to 

myself, I'll believe it when I see it.  This will probably be like any other bureaucratic operation.  

Little did I know. 

 

     On Monday, May 22, I called the Lehigh County Veterans Affairs office, and gave my name, 

address and telephone number to the young lady who answered.  I was told the VA was 

sending out a letter with information "in about two weeks."  I waited as May rolled into June, 

but no letter arrived.  As the days moved closer to June 25, the day in 1950 when America's 

bucolic blessedness was interrupted, Pearl Harbor-like, by an unannounced full-scale invasion 

of South Korea by the Communist forces of North Korea, I again called the county VA office.  

The lady who answered this time told me the first letter had the wrong information in it, but 

another letter was going out.  Meanwhile, she related, a memorial service was scheduled at a 

local Korean church.  Checking my address, I learned that the VA had me living in Kempton, a 

town I had passed through briefly a number of times on my way to nearby Hawk Mountain, 

with the exception of the time back in the 1970s when I took my family for a ride on the WK&S 

(Wanamaker, Kempton and Southern) Railroad.  After making the necessary corrections (I 

hoped), the lady requested my DD 214 form (service record), and I told her it was on file right 

there in the Courthouse at the County Recorder's office with my various Discharge papers. 



 

Every time someone needed a DD 214.  I had to figuratively bite my lip in order to 

refrain from telling her that I had traveled some 10,000 miles to establish that service 

record, and the least she could do was to take the elevator down a few floors.  Then I 

thought, "What the heck, it's the same old runaround we got from the VA when we 

returned from Korea."  I told her I'd take care of the DD 214 myself. 

 

     I flashed back to about ten or fifteen years (maybe 20 or maybe a lifetime) to the 

night the Public Broadcasting station in the Lehigh Valley ran a marathon Veterans' Day 

program where  the phone number was periodically flashed on the screen with a 

message urging vets to call for information on rights and benefits.  I called the number 

the next day.  The guy who answered said, "This is a graves registration office.  That's 

all we do.  I can't help you with anything else." It's nice to know that years later the 

warm, friendly people at the VA office are just as helpful as ever. 

 

     As for their alleged medal, I already have the United Nations Medal and the Korean 

Service ribbon, and that's enough for me, thanks.  They can keep their alleged medal. 

For I treasure something far more genuine than all that, and it came to me via one of my 

daughters who studied in Washington, D.C.  One of her colleagues was a young South 

Korean man named Teik.  One day she happened to mention to Teik by way of 

conversation that her father had served in the Korean War.  Teik replied, “Oh, then he 

was one of the great men who gave my country its freedom." 

 

     They can't strike a medal as genuine as that. 

 

THE FOLLOWING ROUGH SKETCHES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE 
WERE MADE ALMOST A HALF-CENTURY AGO BY GORDON D. 
SHARP JR, RECORDING SOME OF HIS IMPRESSIONS OF THE 
KOREAN WAR 
 
 



   

 

    



  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

The following article appeared in Volume 19 #2 in the August 7. 2000 issue of the 

Lehigh Valley Common Sense Herald 

 

THE CURSE OF UNREASONED REBELLION 

By Gordon D. Sharp, Jr. of The Common Sense Herald 

 

Now that the year 2000 is well under way it's time to ask ourselves 1) what happened? 

And 2) what's going to happen in the years ahead?  If the pattern of the past few 

centuries prevails one thing is certain, there will be rebellions. 

Rebellions and revolutions have occurred either just before or just after the turn of a 

century at least since the peasant revolts of the early 16th century. The Glorious 

Revolution in late 17th century England temporarily toppled the monarchy.  The late18th 

century gave us the French Revolution and the  

American Revolution, considerably advancing the rights of man.  It's almost as if they've 

followed some sidereal cycle or cosmic schedule. 



 The century now fading or about to fade into the twilight of time produced two massive 

revolutions, one in Russia and the other in China.  These 20th century revolutions, 

however, reversed the course set by previous revolutions.  Instead of expanding the 

scope of human freedom, they stifled it.  The resulting Communist regimes installed 

massive systems of repression whose effects are felt around the world today, infiltrating 

even American life in the form of the "liberal" left. 

The urge to rebel against someone or something is instinctive in human beings.  It 

seems natural, although many hate to admit it even as they consciously or 

subconsciously do it Rebellion is a vehicle of change and change is a constant in the 

universe.  For some, rebellion is a healthy response to situations that cry out for 

change, unless one already holds the reins of contemporary power and opposes 

change.  Playwrights and philosophers have wrestled with this phenomenon from 

Socrates to Shakespeare's Hamlet, from Adam to Albert Camus.  The latter discussed it 

at length in such works as Man in Revolt, The Rebel, and Resistance, Rebellion and 

Death among others. 

In the United States, as in many so-called "civilized" nations of the world, mainly in the 

West, the populace generally are split into "liberals" and "conservatives."  Liberals, 

however, they are variously identified as "leftists," the "radical left," "socialists," 

"Democrats" or:” Progressives," like to think of themselves as friends of change.  

Conservatives, on the other hand, variously identified as the "right," the "radical right,” 

capitalists," the "Christian right," the "extreme right," or "Republicans," often see 

themselves as defenders of the status quo, opposed to "change for change's sake." 

The trouble is that many of those who call themselves "liberals" today pretend to favor 

change, but only if it contributes to their personal comfort, pleasure, security and self-

indulgence, such as the present occupants of the White House.  Once they've achieved 

that status, or stasis, they protect it by pretending to care about the poor, the elderly and 

children, throwing big hunks of the taxpayer's money at the problems, for instance, of 

poverty, child abuse, health, education and welfare.  This also creates bureaucratic jobs 

and sinecures for fellow "liberals."  Hillary Clinton, for example, parades herself as a 

children's advocate via her well-advertised interest in the Children's Defense Fund while 

her wandering husband knocks off thousands of innocent newborn every year with a 

stroke of his veto pen.  They are, in short, hypocrites. 

"Conservatives," on the other hand, pretend to hallow the Constitution and would, they 

say, conserve (or preserve) the Bill of Rights, currently under assault by the Left. 

However, anyone who has ever worked for conservatives knows that too many of them 

also reserve to themselves the right to deprive their workers of their livelihood whenever 

it pleases them, "downsizing" being just one method of accomplishing this.  So much for 

corporate loyalty and human rights. Conservatives are always looking backward some 

200 years or so when everything was "better,” but the great task of the human race is to 

look forward.  "Conservatives," too, can be just as hypocritical in their own way as 

“liberals," and just as self-indulgent.  Beneath both ideologies lies a strong streak of 



personal and corporate fascism, dealing "justice" to anyone who disagrees with them, 

poisoning relationships even within families, tragically dividing brother against brother 

and child against parent. 

Both conservatives and liberals are working from each other’s mutual delusions that 

they are qualified to control mankind and the vast wealth poured out at their feet at tax 

time, now all the time.  Mankind must protect itself from both camps periodically, 

historically either by revolutionary undermining or by revolutionary upheaval, depending 

on the circumstances of the oppression, although one form of revolution usually follows 

the other.  At the turn of the century, the world seems to be in one of the two forms of 

revolution and sometimes both.  It is, as the philosopher Alfred North Whitehead said, 

"the business of the future to be dangerous."  He might have added that it's also 

confusing, one reason it's dangerous. 

Recent centuries also have shown that there can be a distinct difference in the way 

revolutionary change is carried out.  Change can be well reasoned to result in highly 

positive outcomes for the general public, as in the United States Constitution and its Bill 

of Rights. On the other hand, change can be carried out in an irrational manner in what 

has been called here "the curse of unreasoned rebellion."  It's a curse which has 

plagued Europe and Asia for centuries; such revolts led to the Terror of the French 

Revolution of the late 18th century and the Stalinist Terror of the first half of the 20th 

century. Its stolid and implacable influence can be seen even in this country as the left 

magnifies the alleged crimes and smears the reputations of their perceived enemies 

while overlooking  even worse crimes perpetrated by their own leaders and spokesmen 

and women (let's not forget the, uh, "ladies"), minimizing and dismissing, for example, 

blatant violations of campaign finance law and even a sex act between the chief 

executive and a young woman not his wife and less  than. half his age by claiming 

"everybody does it” Not in a public place such as the Oval Office, they don't. 

Although the left marches under the banner of "change," their strategy, tactics and programs 

have all been seen before and threaten the destruction of individual liberties in the Bill of Rights.  

The left, as represented by the privileged and self-styled "elite" in the White House, are 

essentially dismantling the. legacy of a reasoned revolution to herd Americans into a negative 

collective as wards and slaves of the state, all in the name of an outdated 19th-century 

European philosophy known euphemistically as "socialism," more accurately as 

"communism" or "Marxism" after perhaps its foremost exponent, Karl Marx.  The left in 

whatever form is an attempt to force on the American people an already discredited 

philosophy, ultimately just another form of European fascism. 

True classical liberals following in the footsteps of the 18th-century English statesman 

Edmund Burke rather than Karl Marx would want to conserve the freedoms won by the 

American Revolution and sealed in the Bill of Rights.  These rights guarantee that, while 

change is a universal constant, the Constitution and the Bill of Rights are there to carry 

us forward into the future and a new world.  To dismantle the Ark of the Constitution and 

Bill of Rights is to drown in a sea of negative change brought on by the left wherever it 



takes power.  The real revolutionaries are defenders of the freedoms and rights granted 

in these documents, born of a reasoned revolution, while the left represents the 

reactionary forces of disorder, disruption, "deconstruction" and chaos.  Just look at the 

average Democratic convention, or one of Al Gore's campaign speeches, or his claims 

as an inventor and lover. 

This lesson was driven home by an incident in Lawrenceville, New Jersey in 1965.  A ten-year 

drought broke that summer and turned my neighbor's lawn into a lake.  Ordinarily the runoff was 

handled by a 36-inch pipe running under Main Street and emptying into a drainage gully on the 

grounds of the Lawrenceville School, featured in the movie "The Green Years" based on the 

Lawrenceville Stories of Owen Johnson.  I lived in the 200-year-old Conover House, the scene 

of the Johnson story where "Hungry Smead" ate dozens of Mrs., Conover's pancakes at one 

sitting.  Anyway, the flooded neighbor called the nearby Township Hall for help and a delegation 

eventually showed up, including the township engineer.  They discovered that all the debris 

washed down by the rain. was blocked by a wire screen at the pipe's mouth.  The township 

engineer cried out triumphantly, "HERE'S the problem!" and reaching down yanked the screen 

up out of the water, unleashing a torrent of mud, rocks, tree limbs and other debris into the pipe, 

to all intents and purposes blocking it for good and turning a minor problem into a major 

headache.  This could have been avoided by a moment's consideration of the possible 

consequences of removing the screen protecting the storm drain. 

This little story characterizes the left's penchant for social engineering as the solution to 

perceived problems,  overriding or removing constitutional safeguards to push their own self-

serving programs, throwing money around like water to feed burgeoning government 

bureaucracies that themselves become larger and more oppressive problems so that the cure is 

worse than the original malady.  Instead of trimming or dismantling bureaucracies, we have 

seen the left attempt to dismantle the Constitution and spawn ever more voracious 

bureaucracies to handle the dismantling, such as the Environmental Protection Agency, 

the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and the Internal Revenue Service.  The 

ATF has been turned loose to harass, jail and even murder American citizens without 

trial, as at Waco and Ruby Ridge, and the Clinton administration has made liberal use 

(pardon the pun) of the IRS to intimidate its perceived enemies.  Many Americans have 

good reason to suspect that all this may be just a taste-of the Terror to come under a 

leftwing administration that's become so cozy with the murderers of Tiananmen Square 

and so comfortable with the Holocaust of partial-birth abortion here at home.  "I tremble 

for my country when I reflect that God is just," Thomas Jefferson wrote in his Notes on 

the State of Virginia in 1794 after the founding fathers had side-stepped the slavery 

issue, leading to a bloody Civil War some 67 years later. He might have said the same 

about the current attempts of the left to place all Americans under a form of socialist 

slavery.  The consequences of this struggle are yet to be seen. 

It should not be surprising that the present compulsive power-seekers-in this country 

today come from the generation of the 1960s that rebelled mindlessly against the adult 

world, a subliminal form of unreasoned rebellion first touched on in the Fifties. by Robert 

Lindner (Rebel Without a Cause) and in the Sixties by such authors as Erik Eriksson 



(Identity, Youth and Crisis) and R.D. Laing (The Politics of Experience).  Things are no 

longer so subliminal. 

 As the nation approached the millennium, the offspring of Sixties and. Seventies youth began 

to murder their schoolmates.  Jonesboro and Columbine became household words, the neo-

Nazis were on the rise, two skinheads slaughtered their parents and younger brother right here 

in the Lehigh Valley, Los Angeles street gangs came close to being armed by the Chinese with 

thousands  of AK-47 assault rifles with the blessings of their trading partners in the White 

House, while Russia and China remain arms merchants to Third World hotspots.  At the same 

time, leftists throughout Congress, the Senate, the White House and the media are trying to 

convince Americans to lock up or give up their weapons of self-defense in an 

increasingly hostile world.  Go figure! 

The world has never offered mankind a better prescription for change than the 

American Constitution and the Bill of Rights, and anything else no matter what guise it 

goes under, whether liberalism, conservatism, socialism, Marxism, fascism or a 

thousand other isms that have plagued mankind have proven no better and are 

immeasurably worse. 

This nation can move forward under the protective umbrella of the Constitution and Bill of Rights 

or perish under the dismantling of these documents, as millions have already perished under 

the delusions and lies of the political power-seekers among us.  The hour is far advanced, but 

never too late for a reasoned rebellion based on a defense of American freedoms, as our 

original rebellion was based on our rights as Englishmen, violated by the English crown.   

The reader may well ask, how do you begin such a rebellion?  Repeat after me, “We, 

the people of the United States...."And then get out and vote. 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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