EARN FRONTIER (July 30, 2014)

EAST ALLENTOWN RITTERSVILLE
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
P.O.BOX 1136, ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 18105
Web Site: http://pearson4pal33.com/
NEIGHBORHOOD PRESIDENT and EDITOR DENNIS L. Pearson

TEL. # (610) 434-1229...EMAIL: dpearson@enter.net
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Welcome to the EARN Frontier

Please Note --- Regularly Scheduled Neighborhood Meetings(Caucus) are
held on the Third Monday of the Month at 7:00 PM ... The Location for our
meetings is the St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church located at 1933
Hanover Avenue...

o Next 2 Neighborhood Meetings

o Monday, August 18, 2014

o Monday, September 16, 2014

o St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church

o 1933 Hanover Avenue, Allentown PA 18109

- We are the Lookout for the Neighborhood
o President - Dennis L. Pearson
o Secretary - David Schell

o Treasury - Robert Jacoby
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The East Allentown/ Rittersville Neighborhood Association ran its first
holiday lighting program of certain community facilities in 1994

We sought and were given permission in the years 1994 through 2001 by
former Allentown Mayor Bill Heydt and in 2002 through 2005 by former
Mayor Roy Afflerbach and in 2006 through 2013-2014 by the current
Pawlowski administration to place holiday decorations at the following city
of Allentown facilities: Irving Park, Keck Park, Canal Park, the Jerome
Street Islands, Kimmets Lock and the East Side Reservoir.

In the end, we limited our project each year to putting up holiday
decorations solely at Irving Park given monetary and manpower restraints.

For 2014-2015 we again organize a committee to provide holiday
decorations and programming at certain community facilities but we also
are considering partnerships with other community based organizations to
assist us in this endeavor. Like previous years all the above facilities are
under consideration but our thinking is similar to what we did in 2013-2014

It is our intent come November, December 2014 and January 2015 to stand
pat with what we have ... But any expansion beyond 2013-2014 would be
dependent on partnerships and revenue received.
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We again ask the City of Allentown permission to include the above
mentioned facilities in any workable plan we develop for the upcoming
holiday lighting season from September 15 to March 31, 2015.

At Irving Park we require access to all facilities at the park for set up,
program run and shut down.

We thank the Pawlowski Administration and the City of Allentown in
advance for its continued support of this project by once again granting us
permission to use the above mentioned facilities for our project.

We will once ask the PPL person or persons responsible for giving us
approval to use a high lift truck to grant such permission and donate its
use to our group to place holiday decorations on a flagpole.

As required we obtained liability insurance from Erie Insurance
protecting us up to $1,000,000 in some cases and naming the PPL and the
City of Allentown as a co-insured in anticipation of our request.

PROGRAMS AT THE ALLENTOWN PUBLIC LIBRARY
1210 HAMILTON ST. ALLENTOWN PA. 18102
610-820-2400 EXT 2 WWW.ALLENTOWNPL.ORG

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC

AUGUST 2014

WHAT: Wilhelm Brothers — Musical Group
WHEN: Saturday, August 9, 2014

TIME: 2-3pm

ALL AGES

FREE

WHAT: Computer Classes — Word

WHEN: Tuesday, August 19, 2014

TIME: 9:30-11 am

Call library at 610-820-2400 ext 2 to reserve a seat.
ADULTS

FREE

e LIBRARY CLOSED Saturday August 23 & 30
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SEPTEMBER 2014

WHAT: Marc Berger — Musician
WHEN: Saturday, September 6
TIME: 2-3 pm

ALL AGES

FREE

WHAT: Computer Classes — Computer Basics
WHEN: Tuesday, September 9, 2014

TIME: 9:30-11 am

Call library at 610-820-2400 ext 2 to reserve a seat.
ADULTS

FREE

WHAT: Arts & Crafts Group
WHEN: Thursday, September 11, 2014
TIME: 2-4 pm
ALL AGES
e FREE
NOTE: Bring your craft materials for some companionship. No formal lessons in
any craft will be taught but possibly a friend in the group might be willing to
share their expertise.

WHAT: Plant/Bulb Swap — must bring equal items to swap with.
WHEN: Wednesday, September 17

TIME: 5-7:30 pm

NOTE: Call library at 610-820-2400 ext 2 for more info about swap.
ALL AGES

FREE

WHAT: Games @ the Library
WHEN: Tuesday, September 16, 2014
TIME: 2-4 pm
ADULTS
e FREE
NOTE: Library will provide Scrabble, Backgammon, poker & pinochle cards. If
you want to play some other game, please bring it along.

WHAT: Film: Shun Li & the Poet
WHEN: Saturday, September 20, 2014
TIME: 2 pm

For viewing audiences ages 17+

FREE

WHAT: Computer Classes — Internet Basics
WHEN: Tuesday, September 23, 2014
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TIME: 9:30-11 am

Call library at 610-820-2400 ext 2 to reserve a seat.
ADULTS

FREE

e WHAT: Angela Watson — Pennsylvania Humanities Council Speaker —
Healing African Drums

In this engaging presentation, choreographer and former Fulbright Scholar Angela
Watson explores one of the most essential elements of African dance—its ability to
heal. Through lecture, video and demonstration, audiences learn about different
categories of African dance (e.g., social, folklore and ritual) that are performed in
various contexts in African life—from births, to naming ceremonies, to weddings, to
death. Elements of call-and-response, the talking drum and improvisation also are
discussed. Audience members can participate by learning the movements of a dance

e WHEN: Wednesday, September, 24

e TIME: 7-8 pm

e ALL AGES
THIS PRESENTATION IS FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

WHAT: Adult Book Group Discussion
WHEN: Tuesday, September 25,2014
TIME: 6 pm

Check with library for book to be discussed.
FREE

WHAT: Victorian Vanities — Antiques. May bring in 1 item for free
appraisal.
WHEN: Saturday, September 27, 2014
TIME: 2-3 pm
ADULTS
e FREE
NOTE: Program limited to the first 40 people. Must register by Saturday,
September 20. Waiting list is available if more than 40 people sign up.

OCTOBER 2014

WHAT: Open Mic

WHEN: Wednesday, October 1, 2014
TIME: 7-8:30 pm

ALL AGES

FREE

WHAT: Hungrytown Musical Group
WHEN: Saturday, October 4, 2014
TIME: 2-3 pm

ALL AGES
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e FREE

e WHAT: Lehigh Valley Beekeepers

e WHEN: Wednesday, October 8, 2014
e TIME: 7-8 pm

e ALL AGES

e FREE

e WHAT: Mystery Genre - What’s It All About — Barbara Cole
e WHEN: Wednesday, October 15, 2014
e TIME 7-8 pm

e ADULTS

e FREE

e WHAT: Film: Clandestine Childhood
e WHEN: Saturday, October 18, 2014

e TIME:2pm

e For viewing audiences ages 17+

e FREE

WHAT: Adult Book Group Discussion
WHEN: Tuesday, October 23, 2014

TIME: 6 pm

Check with library for book to be discussed.
FREE

WHAT: Ghost Stories of the Lehigh Valley with Charles J Adams, 111
WHEN: Saturday, October 25, 2014

TIME: 2-3 pm

ALL AGES

FREE

NOVEMBER 2014

e WHAT: Jay Smar — Ol Time Mountain Folk
e WHEN: Saturday, November 1, 2014

e TIME: 2-3pm

e ALL AGES

e FREE

LIBRARY CLOSED - Election Day Get out & Vote

WHAT: Open Mic

WHEN: Wednesday, November 5, 2014
TIME: 7-8:30 pm

ALL AGES
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e FREE

e WHAT: Lenni Lenape — Northeastern Woodlands Program
e WHEN: November 12, 20014

e TIME 7-8 pm

e AGES: 6" grade thru adults

e FREE

e WHAT: Film: Aliyah

e WHEN: Saturday, November 15, 2014

e TIME:2pm

e For viewing audiences ages 17+

e FREE

WHAT: Adult Book Group Discussion
WHEN: Tuesday, November 20, 2014
TIME: 6 pm

Check with library for book to be discussed.
FREE

e CLOSED: November 27, 2014 — Happy Thanksgiving

CHANGES TO TRASH & RECYCLING COLLECTION NIGHTS
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The trash and recycling collection schedule is changing for center city
and the east and south sides of Allentown.

Beginning August 10, 2014, the current trash collection zones in the
city on a Sunday/Wednesday schedule will be switched to a
Tuesday/Friday schedule. In turn, those currently on a
Tuesday/Friday trash schedule will be switched to a
Sunday/Wednesday schedule.

The change only involves pick-up nights. Service measures such as
twice a week trash collection, one bulk item a week, once a week
recycling collection and street cleaning will not change.

The change eliminates trash and bulk items on sidewalks on Friday
nights in key downtown areas. Trash related problems in the
downtown area currently cannot be addressed until Mondays. The
change will allow the Bureau of Recycling and Solid Waste to
investigate problems in a timely manner. Also, the current street
sweeping schedule will now coordinate with the new center city
collection nights, resulting in a cleaner city.
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Effective 8/10/14
New Collection
Current Schedule Nights
Green Trash Tues & Fri Sun & Wed
Zone Recycling Tues Sun
Bulk Fri Wed
Yellow Trash Sun & Wed Tues & Fri
Zone Recycling Sun Tues
Bulk Wed Fri
Blue Trash Sun & Wed Tues & Fri
Zone Recycling Wed Fri
Bulk Wed Fri

Residents who have the following:

CURRENT: Tuesday and Friday trash and Tuesday recycling
NEW: Will now have Sunday and Wednesday trash and Sunday
recycling

CURRENT: Sunday and Wednesday trash and Sunday recycling
NEW: Will now have Tuesday and Friday trash and Tuesday
recycling

CURRENT: Sunday and Wednesday trash and Wednesday recycling
NEW: Will now have Tuesday and Friday trash and Friday recycling

Waste Management is notifying affected property owners, tenants

and businesses by direct mail. The Bureau of Recycling and Solid

Waste will be sending a second smaller post card reminder during the
first week of August. Robo-calling will also be used to notify residents
of their new collection nights. Information will also be available on the
city’ s website and Thebweabisatsepaoning web si
to distribute flyers to local stores.

For the first month, SWEEP Officers will only issue warnings for
customers who put out their trash and recycling on the wrong night.
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East Allentown Rittersville Neighborhood Association
MINUTES 6/16/2014

President Dennis Pearson called the regular monthly meeting to order at

7: 03 p. m. on June 16, 2014 at St. Peteros

Present: Three officers (Dennis Pearson, Bob Jacoby, and Dave Schell)
and seven other neighbors were present at the meeting. Captain Tony
Alsleben and Officer Mike Beidelman of the Allentown Police Department
were also present.

Secretary Dave Schell handed out copies of the minutes of the meeting of
May 19, 2014. It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes as
distributed. The motion carried.

Treasurer Bob Jacoby reported that the balance is $506.02. Over the past
month we had expenses of $200 for the Science Fair Awards and $29.99
for storage. The Treasurer's Report was approved by Voice Vote

Dennis Pearson reported on science fair awards. The Kirk Shinsky Award
went to a high school student and the Frederick Greenleaf Junior Award
went to a middle school student. Each award came with a $100 monetary
amount. The Shinsky Award went to Josiah Stuart, a student at William
Allen H.S. The Greenleaf Award went to lan Butz at Trexler Middle School.

Pearson reported that planning has already started for the Christmas
light display. We will again request the assistance of PPL to put the lights
on the flagpole and the city for permission for the display. We hope to
have additional help in the fall to put the lights up.

Ernie Atiyeh, Midway Manor resident. reported about a business that
wants to set up a facility for cleaning out containers at the intersection of
N. Sherman and Columbia Streets. The Midway Manor Association
appeared at the Allentown Zoning Hearing Board to object to the project
on the basis of noise, chemical pollution concerns and traffic. There were
48 Midway Manor residents at the hearing and six had the opportunity to
speak.

We have had no progress on improvements of the N. Jerome Street
properties with the apparent exterior damage. It was reported by a
neighbor that one of the properties has been stripped of copper wiring
and piping rendering it uninhabitable. We shall look into this and verify
the report.
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The city has established additional Neighborhood Partnership Programs
in the area bordering the Lehigh River to the East and South , Tilghman
Street to the North with a 7th Street extension to the Whitehall Township
line and , 12th Street to the West. , The district includes neighborhood
groups such as Old Fairgrounds, Jordan Heights, Sacred Heart, and Old
Allentown, None of these programs involve East Allentown
neighborhoods.

The group discussed the Source Hookah Club on Hanover Avenue. The
police have had numerous complaints and the business has been cited.
The business was allowed in the area next to a housing area. The location
has noise Tuesday, through Saturday. Sometimes the noise and
disturbances continue until 3:00 am. Traffic and parking congestion is
also a problem. One of the neighbors reported that they received a letter
from the business's attorney stating that if they do not re-aim the
cameras on their property and stop complaining to the police they will be
sued. It was noted that they have every right to have a camera as long as
it is not aimed into the business.

Officer Beidelman reported that the police cited several properties in the
400 block of N. Jerome Street for overgrown grass and weeds, a garage
that is falling down and .that the garage of one property is being used as
a maintenance shop and will be cited for running a business in a
residence.

There was a fire at the Old Mosser School this week. Someone placed
some mattresses and block springs against the building and set them on
fire. This is not the first time that there was a suspicious fire at this

property.

The Allentown School District has approved 555 Union Boulevard (the
former Agere Property) for a Charter School starting next spring. The
property that was formerly a Drive-In Movie theatre on Union Boulevard is
in process of constriction and landscaping that would facilitate vintage
car storage and owner private invitations for participating in vintage car
special events on the property.

Briefly, in other news ... The Irving Park Basketball Courts has been
repaved and repainted. The swimming pool id now open for the season at
Irving Park. The flag has been replaced at Irving Park. The grass is
coming in at the East Side Fire Station but now signs of planed trees
which caused delays in the approval of the station. For some reason the
lights were kept on at the basketball courts at Irving Park until 11:00 PM
until the neighbors on E Tilghman Street objected. The lights will be kept
on in the morning when they have organized events --- generally two
nights a week --- but will not be left on late every meeting...
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There being no further business, adjournent was moved and seconded
and the meeting adjourned at 8:08 PM

Respectfully, David A. Schell, Secretary

East Allentown Rittersville Neighborhood Association
MINUTES 7/21/2014

President Dennis Pearson called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:03
p.m. on July 21, 2014 at St. Peter’s Evang

Present: Three officers (Dennis Pearson, Bob Jacoby, and Dave Schell) and
eighteen other neighbors were present at the meeting. Captain Tony Alsleben of
the Allentown Police Department was also present, as was Phyllis Alexander,

Al l entown’s Neighborhood Coordinator.

Captain Alsleben was given the floor to speak first since he was on call and had
to leave the meeting.

Several of the issues that he raised were the late night lighting at the basketball
courts in Irving Park. The parks department has been informed of the issue. A
lock needs to be put on the control box. We are to report any loud noise
problems to the police.

The liquor | icense for Tony’'s Pizza has ap
hearing different reasons for this. Car thefts are up significantly in the Lehigh
Valley. Ninety percent of the issues are cars left unlocked, keys left in ignition, or
valuable stuff in car. Thieves are looking for easy targets. Auto theft did make
an arrest in West Bethlehem this morning and caught a person who was

responsible for many of the “ trookwatkkygy door s”
down a row of cars trying the door handles to find one that is unlocked. In
another matter, it 1is his understanding th

out of business, having been evicted for lack of rent payments. Their liquor
license may be at risk as well.

Captain Alsleben invited questions. One neighbor reported that people are
working on cars in the street, both oil changes and more detailed work.

Question: is not such work unlawful? Yes, itis. The work has been reported,
but apparently the only city action is that the fire department came and put sand
on the oil spot in the street. Some of the cars in the area have other violations
such as cracked windshields. Of specific concern is the lot next to the former
Phi | ' s HaBaver Avenue in front of the new housing projects. This includes
wrecked cars, high weeds, an overflowing dumpster, and soffit coming off the
building. The neighbor reported that has taken pictures and turned them over o
the mayor’s office.
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[At this point Captain Alsleben had to leave the meeting for official business.]

Secretary Dave Schell handed out copies of the minutes of the meeting of June
16, 2014. It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes as distributed. The
motion carried.

Treasurer Bob Jacoby reported that the balance is $449.17. Over the past
mont h we had expenses of two months’' storage
report was approved by a voice vote.

President Pearson read a letter that he had received from Barbara Stauffer,
Allentown School District Foundation Director, for the two student science fair
awards that we awarded. The two awardees were lan Butz, a student at Trexler
Middle School, and Josiah Stuart, a student at William Allen High School.

Neighbor and attorney Robert Pandaleon read the rough draft of a letter that he
has written to legal counsel for The Source Hookah Lounge on Hanover Avenue,
and invited comments. The letter notes that the neighbors are engaging in their

legal right to objecttothe nuisance, and that their counsel '|s
civil and criminal prosecution is unwarranted. The neighbors have a right to quiet
enjoyment of their property. The | ounge’ s ¢

letters to other neighbors on different cases threatening similar legal action
against them. The letter will be sent with minor suggested revisions.

A neighbor reported that a possible new owne
Boulevard stopped by to speak to her and several other neighbors about the
situation there, including past difficulties. He is thinking of putting in a non-
alcohol-serving food establishment. The neighbor said that she told him that as
long as there are no nuisance law violations he should have no problem. In
another matter, Pearson reported that Pitcher’'s Blar
has lost its liquor license.

The situation at 404 N. Jerome Street is still a problem, and indeed is getting
worse. The owner is cutting only part of the lawn—the uncut part is getting higher
and higher. The siding is still off the house and nothing is being done. The
weeds five foot to six foot high in some places. The vegetation in the area

bet ween the sidewal k and curb is about 187 t
in the yard. The situation with the damaged siding will be two years old in
October. Another neighbor who lives several houses down from this property
reported that she got a letter from city for having hedge with some branches over
the alley, despite apparent lack of action on this far more serious problem.
Phyllis Alexander suggested a meeting with Tom Harper, from SWEEP and Solid
Waste—who could be invited to our meetng—or a Mayor ' s Wal k wi tih
Pawlowski, which would include Mr. Harper. A neighbor noted that there is a
similar house on E. Walnut Street with exposed wood—bank finally covered up
the rotting wood with siding in order to dget
the purchaser will be left with a hidden rotted area in the structure.
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Question: What is next step after a property owner has been given multiple fines
by the district magistrate for not fixing violations? Alexander said that she was
not sure, but that it is very hard to seize property under Pennsylvania law. She
suggested that we get a list of all of the properties that we would like to take a
look at, and suggested we name the top three in a neighborhood—not a long list.
The three in this neighborhood should be 404 N, Jerome Street, 408 N. Jerome
Street, and 419 N. Jasper Street. The neighbor in the E. Walnut Street area will
get us a list of the worst properties in that neighborhood, near the intersection
with S. Carlisle Street.

We will write a letter requesting mayor come to one of our meetings with the
proper staff—with a specific request for Mr. Harper, Mr. Dave Paulus from

Building Standards, and someone from the (i
Magi strate Michael D’ Amor e.

As to future action, it was suggested that numerous neighbors should show up at
the meeting of City Council on the first Wednesday in August (August 6™ and
request to speak to Council at the
neighbors raise the issue, Council may put pressure on the appropriate city
offices for some action. President Pearson noted that he will be present, and
several neighbors agreed to be present as well. It was also noted that the
Department of Community Development handl €
perhaps they could be the office that would arrange for the mayor to come to one
of our meetings.

]

courte

In other matters:

e The promised sign concerning no turns for large trucks at E. Gordon and
N. Maxwell Streets is still not up. Alexander had been told by the relevant
city official that they had spoken with the neighbor that requested this, but
the neighbor said she has not heard from the city on the matter.
Alexander will check on the matter.

e Question: Have we heard anything about the possible widening of E.
Allen Street near the state hospital property, specifically from Quebec to
Tacoma Streets? We have not. Alexander will check that as well.

e |t was reported that trucks are hitting a fire hydrant at E. Allen and N.
Sherman Streets.

e We have heard that there is a funding process for up to $750 for
neighborhood projects. Would such a fund be able to finance our annual
Christmas | ighting? Phyllis Alexander
Our City Mini-Gr ant s . ” The city has awarded ni
inviting grants for round two. They must be used for a project that
involves both cleaning and improving. She gave an application to
President Pearson.

¢ A neighbor questioned why, with various city needs, the city is spending
money on crosswalks that look like bricks in the downtown area.

e President Pearson noted that the traffic humps on Graham Street are in
need of white | ines. T h e—gt nighaoninlbtad be s e e
weather—and lines were supposed to be added last year.
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e Pearson also reported that he got a call from a neighbor asking if we were
going to be holding a yard sale this year. If we were to do so we would
need a volunteer to run it.

There being no further business, adjournment was moved and seconded, and
the meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m.

Respectfully,

David A. Schell, Secretary

January 2014 Minutes Correction

President Pearson noted that he had been informed several weeks ago by a neighbor on Congress Street
that t he B a hthemew Mamexd thesformer Club Horizon—is expected to be closed within the
next two weeks OR MONTHS. (An expectation that proved to be true). According to that same source,
supposedly, some of the management team/and or employees were expected to apply at a nearby
restaurant or liquor establishment in the same Airport Road shopping center. An expectation that apparently
was not as accurate ) We wish to make it clear that the manager of what was Mezza Luna , Stratus and is
now called Chicago wishes to make it known that no member of the former Volcano/Horizon/Bahama
Mama's management team or employee has been hired. at his establishment.

Established in 1976, EARN wants your input and ideas. If you live, operate
a business, or simply have a vested i
please come!

Know what is happening in your neighborhood and be a part of the flow of
information 7 have your voice heard.
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Have a direct communication link with local government officials and other
influential groups. *** Help to preserve and improve East Allentown.
+++Plan social activities for your neighborhood.

Let 6s g et,share gueiddas thoughts, and feelings and work
cooperatively to make All entownb6s east sid
All neighborhood residents and guests are welcome ... This is your

neighborhood ... Help it be a strong one ...Get Involved ... Be part of the

adventure ... Be a Frontiersman for the neighborhood.

Have any questions? Contact: Dennis L. Pearson, President 610-434-1229
or send me an E-Mail at dpearson@enter.net

Or visit EARN on the web: www.eastlehighearn.com or
www.pearson4pal33.com

First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt tours the former Hanover Acres

This newsletter is printed courtesy of the City of Allentown on recycled paper
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